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me the cause of Chiang's hold over the country. Chou
was intensely real, matter-of-fact, balanced and practi-
cal He was more than a party leader. He was a visionary
looking into the future. He was one of those laying the
foundation of a world based on ideology.
I asked Chou about India. At that time the negotia-
tions between the Indian leaders and Sir Stafford
Cripps, representing the government of Mr. Churchill,
had broken down. Young Indians like me found them-
selves in the peculiar position of having to choose be-
tween our loyalty based on nationalism and ordinary
human feelings. We felt for those other people in the
world who were fighting with their backs to the wall.
"Under the present circumstances," I asked Chou,
"what would you say India should do?"
"Fight!" he said without a moment's hesitation. "Get
armed and fight."
I looked askance at him.
"If India fights," he went on, "she becomes a fact.
The Chinese Red Army is a fact."
At that time Jawaharlal Nehru had talked of organ-
izing guerrillas. Chou liked the idea. An expert himself
in this kind of warfare, Chou saw the spirit of resistance
spreading like wildfire over an emotional country like
India. He saw the possibility of such an army fighting,
one day, for the freedom of its own people.
As I tramped my way back over the hills I kept re-
peating Chou's words, "Fight! If India fights she be-
comes a fact."
Fight!
If India fights she becomes a fact.
Fight!
If India fights..,
Fight!